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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Great Things Happening at the Garfield Heights City Schools!
On behalf of everyone in the Garfield Heights City Schools, welcome to our District! The 
Bulldog family combines a strong tradition of academic excellence along with co-curricular 
achievement, all while preparing our community’s future leaders. This Quality Profile 
provides a comprehensive summary of the positive work in our school district among 
students and staff. 

Our dedicated staff maintains the highest standards and offers students at all grade levels 
an appropriate balance of rigor and care for individual needs of approximately 3,700 
students throughout the District. The GHCS features five school buildings, including Garfield 
Heights High School, the Middle School and three elementary buildings for students in 
grades kindergarten through fifth. The District features our very own Learning Center for 
students with special needs along with the newly launched Bulldog Digital Academy for 
students with compromised immune systems or seeking a fully online learning option.  

As you review this Quality Profile, readers will observe academic achievements at all grade 
levels, and also learn about the robust offering of co-curricular and athletic opportunities 
available to our students. Garfield Heights City Schools prides itself on the valuable 
relationships with community partners including the City of Garfield Heights, the Garfield 
Heights Kiwanis organization, Marymount Hospital, Over Drive Technologies and more. 
Communications is critical for any school district, and the Garfield Heights City Schools 
develops and implements strong and open communications with residents and
businesses which is routinely monitored.

Important lessons regarding Diversity, Equity and Inclusion are advanced in the Garfield 
Heights City Schools, as an ongoing committee helps suggest ideas that deconstruct 
barriers so that all can learn in a safe environment. Our very own Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion (DEI) week held every February showcases the talents of our diverse students 
and staff while evoking valuable conversations about race, gender and social equity and 
inclusion. 

The Board of Education is a proactive and visionary leadership team which helps to guide 
our District in preparing our students with the requisite 21st Century Skills they will need to 
succeed. Please take time to review in detail this important community-oriented companion 
to the State Report card. 

Thank you for your continued support, and as always, GO BULLDOGS!

Sincerely,

Christopher G. Hanke
Superintendent of Schools
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ACADEMICS

The Garfield Heights City Schools places a strong emphasis on the teaching and learning 
of all students. Introducing technology to our students as a vehicle for learning begins at the 
earliest grades in our district. We are proudly 1:1 with devices and have offered all students 
the opportunity to participate in the newly established Bulldog Digital Academy. Students 
enrolled in the Garfield Heights City Schools will build strong relationships with their 
teachers and their peers. Below are a few of the academic accolades and opportunities for 
the students in the Garfield Heights City Schools:

• Garfield Heights High School offers four, on-site College Credit Plus Classes for   
 students to prepare for their college academic endeavors, including College Algebra,   
 Trigonometry, Biology, and Theater

•  Approximately 40 students participate in off-site, College Credit Plus courses on several  
 college campuses. Courses taken include a variety of writing, religion, and science   
 classes

•  Garfield Heights High School offers several Advanced Placement courses including:   
 AP American History, AP Government, AP Studio Art: 2D, and AP English, and   
 incorporate dynamic learning opportunities for our students

•  Garfield Heights High School currently offers 19 honors courses, including: Honors   
 Anatomy and Physiology, Honors English, Honors Chemistry and Honors Physical   
 Science

•  Juniors and seniors have more than 27 Career/Technical program choices through the  
 Cuyahoga Valley Career Center, including Computer Program and Digital Design,   
 Dental Hygiene, Health Careers and Engineering Tech. Garfield Heights City Schools  
 sends the highest number of students to the Career Center among the nine 
 participating school districts

•  The Garfield Heights Learning Center and Eighth Grade Academy provides    
 supplemental academic and behavioral support in a flexible environment, ensuring that  
 each student has the opportunity to a quality education and has a clear path to   
 graduation

•  The Bulldog Digital Academy currently houses over 800 students in the district offering  
 a fully online option for coursework. All classes are instructed by GHCS teachers
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ACADEMICS

•  Garfield Heights Middle School students can earn high school credit in Health, Physical  
 Education, Algebra I, English I and Computer 101

•  The Garfield Heights City Schools technology team has assigned Chromebooks to   
 every student, making our district 1:1 for the 2020-2021 school year

•  Teachers have completed 15 hours of professional development this summer, learning  
 to build engaging Google Classrooms 

•  The Garfield Heights High School has once again won the Momentum Award from   
 the State Board of Education which recognizes school districts that have exceeded   
 expectations for student growth in a one-year period of time

•  All buildings in the GHCSD have earned PBIS awards from the State of Ohio; William  
 Foster earned the Silver Award and everyone else earned the Bronze

•  The Garfield Heights City School District earned an award from the Hunger Alliance for  
 our dedication to the Breakfast in the Classroom program; prioritizing feeding students  
 in the district

•  The Garfield Heights High School has been awarded the 21st Century Grant in   
 partnership with College Now, providing opportunities outside the school day to focus  
 on college preparations

DIVERSITY, EQUITY AND INCLUSION

For years, the GHCS has prioritized  
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, beginning 
with the work of the late Michael Douglas, 
who began the effort to share racial 
sensitivity training for staff.

Today, the District has a Chief Diversity 
Officer, Yolanda Hamilton, who has taken 
the lead advancing diversity, equity, and 
inclusion as a strategic priority. This includes 
supporting the strategic planning process 
and also a variety of diversity, equity, and 
inclusion initiatives, and activities to engage 
staff, students, and stakeholders within the 
local community.

A few highlights include Project Mosaic, a 
diversity initiative that was a groundbreaking 
effort to include the student voice around 
issues of diversity, equity and inclusion at 
Garfield Heights High School. 

The Diversity Champion Award has been 
instituted to recognize educators who have 
upheld and personally dedicated themselves 
to diversity, equity and inclusion.

An Equity Task Force has been created in 
the District to regularly review and enhance 
policies and procedures that advance equity.

•

•

•

•

•
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ARTS

Advancing the arts in Garfield Heights is a top priority, and students are able to become
acclimated with such opportunities throughout their entire high school experience. From
the performing arts to the visual arts, and even an emphasis on classroom instruction in
courses that are rarely found elsewhere, the arts is an important part of the fabric of the
Garfield Heights City Schools.

 •  The Garfield Heights City Schools strongly promotes the arts, with more than a half
  dozen arts-related courses offered at the High School, including Intro to Arts,   
  Sculpture, Ceramics, Painting, Crafts, Drawing and Advanced Studio
 • As for the Performing Arts at Garfield Heights City Schools, Music Appreciation,
  Drama I and Drama II and Middle School Drama are all well attended courses
  throughout the year
 •  GHHS offers Concert Choir, Marching Band, A’Capella Choir, Music Express, Jazz
  Band and Concert Band to students
 • Music Express was named “Grand Champion” of the Great Lakes Invitational at   
  Walsh Jesuit High School, continuing a string of successful seasons for this team
 • Our Drama Department is widely known throughout the community and performs   
  up to two productions for the community each school year
 •  Our Award Winning Marching Band is earning high marks at the State competition  
  each year!

POSITIVE BEHAVIORAL INTERVENTIONS AND SUPPORTS
 • The Garfield Heights City Schools has placed a deliberate emphasis on Positive   
  Behavioral Interventions and Supports (P.B.I.S.), which calls upon the District to   
  understand the social and emotional aspect of students, implementing programs,  
  initiatives, incentives to help a student grow both academically and socially. 
 • All five buildings in the Garfield Heights City Schools have been recognized by   
  the State of Ohio for successful P.B.I.S. Work, including the High School, Middle   
  School, Elmwood and Maple Leaf earning Bronze Medals from the State of   
  Ohio and William Foster earning a Silver Medal for the second consecutive year in  
  a row.
 • P.B.I.S. is engrained at every level of District life, from the Board, administration,   
  building leadership, staff and students. A team regularly meets, reviews    
  and analyzes data, and implements new strategies to improve outcomes and meet  
  monthly and yearly goals.  
 • One of The State of Ohio’s core learning components, Social and Emotional   
  Learning, has prompted the District to essentially intertwine academics and   
  behavior into one, all-encompassing learning model.  
 • The District is utilizing PAX, a comprehensive elementary learning game, which   
  helps teachers and staff develop self-regulation and coping skills for managing   
  their own behavior. 
 • The GHCS continues to focus on developing relationships with students who have  
  a variety of social and emotional learning needs, including poverty and childhood   
  trauma, so that we are able to meet each student where they are in their learning  
  journey and help them grow. 

GARFIELD HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL



Garfield Heights City Schools 2019-2020 Quality Report Page 5

STUDENTS ACTIVITIES

The Garfield Heights City Schools provides hundreds of opportunities for its students of 
all ages and at all grade levels to be engaged in community-oriented and co-curricular 
activities.

 •  Garfield Heights High School provides 17 varsity sports to its student body   
  including football, boys and girls cross country, volleyball, boys and girls soccer,   
  boys and girls tennis, boys and girls basketball, wrestling, boys and girls bowling,  
  hockey, baseball, softball and boys and girls track and field

 •  In total, more than 450 students (25% of total student body) participated in these   
  seventeen athletic co-curricular opportunities this past year

 •  Garfield Heights Middle School offers 15 sports to its students, including 7th and   
  8th grade football, boys and girls soccer, 7th and 8th grade volleyball, boys and   
  girls cross country, 7th grade boys and girls basketball, 8th grade boys and girls   
  basketball, wrestling, baseball and softball

 •  In total, more than 250 students in 7th and 8th grade participated in these fifteen   
  athletic co-curricular opportunities

 •  During the 2019-2020 school year nearly 1,000 high school students participated in  
  at least one of the more than 40 co-curriculars Garfield Hts. City Schools offers

 •  Some of those co-curricular offerings include Student Council, National Honor   
  Society, Students of Service organization, Drill Team, Dance Line, Flag    
  Line, Student Ambassadors, Spanish Club, Marching Band, Music Express,   
  A’Capella Choir, Concert Choir and Future Engineers of America

 •  Among the most highly participated programs are Students of Service, National   
  Honor Society and K Kids, which places a distinct emphasis on community   
  involvement and helping others who are in need with time, effort and volunteerism

 •  Several Middle School student leadership programs exist including Drill Team,   
  Student Ambassadors and Junior National Honor Society

 •  Each of the Elementary Schools in the Garfield Heights City Schools has a Student  
  Ambassador Program which cultivates student leaders throughout their respective  
  buildings
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FISCAL STEWARDSHIP

Sound financial stewardship and transparency is a district priority. There are a variety of 
ways that the Treasurer’s office at the Garfield Heights City Schools fulfills this mission. 
Please read below to learn more about the various aspects of district finances in the 
Garfield Heights City Schools.

•  The General Fund is the School District’s main operating fund, from which most   
 expenditures are paid and into which most revenues are deposited

•  37.9% of the district’s operating revenues are generated from property taxes while   
 58.5% of the operating revenues are received from the State of Ohio through the school  
 foundation state aid, homestead and rollback programs

•  Total local revenue per pupil amount received was $5,606 as compared to the County  
 average of $10,984. Total Expenditure per pupil was $12,592 as compared to the   
 County average of $15,990
   
•  The district participates in the Suburban Health Consortium that pools health insurance  
 coverages with other districts, which has allowed it to stabilize health insurance rates   
 and keep cost increases well below industry standards

•  The district also participates in the Ohio Schools Council group purchasing programs,  
 which includes a natural gas purchase program at rates well below the retail consumer  
 price

•  The district receives state and federal grant funding in excess of $3 million, which   
 helped offset various operational expenses

•  The Treasurer/CFO is responsible for the major financial functions of the School   
 District. Those responsibilities include keeping and reporting accurate financial   
 information and statements, accounting of all transactions of funds received and   
 expended, and the investment and safeguarding of all School District money

•  Bi-annual five-year forecasts are prepared which provides timely and transparent   
 financial information for not only the current fiscal year but also projected additional four  
 years. This allows for prudent financial planning to ensure fiscal stability in future years

2020 Expenditures 2020 Revenues
Allen D. Sluka

Treasurer/Chief 
Financial Officer
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COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

 •  The Garfield Heights City Schools is in the process of revising a Strategic Plan   
  that was first created in 2011 with the input of hundreds of individuals from the   
  community stakeholders

 •  The Garfield Heights City Schools has forged a relationship with a newly begun   
  local Kiwanis organization and maintains a student-based group at each building in  
  the school district

 •  Marymount Hospitals, through its Helping Hands Committee, partners with the   
  schools to generously donate school supplies, materials and other resources. The  
  Hygiene Closet, an innovative opportunity for students to have access to personal  
  needs and items, because of the charity of the Helping Hands Committee

 •  The school district maintains a healthy relationship with the Garfield Heights
  senior citizen organization, making monthly visits to their facility to showcase   
  student achievements

 • Jennings Home for Older Adults has become a partner of the school district,   
  regularly inviting students to share in classes and guest lecturers throughout the   
  year. Our students are invited to participate in the Veterans Program and an acting  
  program thanks to the Ohio Arts Council 

 •  The Garfield Heights City Schools in partnership with the City of Garfield Heights
  provide a Student Resource Officer (SRO) to the district, as an extra level of   
  security

 •  The Garfield Heights City Schools, in partnership with the City of Garfield Heights
  invites the City Resource Coordinator to instruct a class in its innovative Learning
  Center

 •  All Pro Dads™ is an organization that fosters a strengthened relationship between
  elementary students and their fathers, and meets on a monthly basis throughout   
  the school year in three of the district’s buildings

 •  The Garfield Heights City Schools, in partnership with the Garfield Heights   
  Municipal Court, City of Garfield Heights and Greater Cleveland Boys and Girls   
  Club was home to a program open to all middle school residents in the district to   
  provide programming and education during non-school months

 •  The GHCS maintains a partnership with Ohio Guidestone Bridges Program to   
  promote awareness among students for various issues of poverty and    
  mental health
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STUDENT SERVICES

The Garfield Heights City Schools recognizes that students with disabilities are general 
education students first, and our educational plan assures access to the general education 
curriculum and classrooms to the greatest extent appropriate for all students.  The Garfield 
Heights Special Education Department services over 20% of all Bulldog students who 
have been identified as having a disability with averages between 650 to 750 students in 
a school year. The district employs over 100 staff members to meet the individual needs 
of each student including: intervention specialists, school psychologists, speech/language 
therapists, occupational therapists, physical therapists, ABA support personnel, and 
paraprofessionals.

SST3 2020 Franklin B. Walter Outstanding Educator Award
Candice Lanse
Garfield Heights City School District
Maple Leaf Elementary

Franklin B. Walter
Outstanding Educator Award

Named in honor of the late Dr. Franklin B. Walter, Superintendent of Public Instruction from 
1977 until 1991, a post held longer than any other state superintendent in Ohio’s history. With 
over 50 years of service as a teacher and administrator, Dr. Walter’s leadership is evident in 
many of Ohio’s quality educational initiatives and programs. Among these is the development 
of the nation’s first statewide plan for children with disabilities.  Congratulations Mrs. Lanse!

The Garfield Heights City Schools Preschool program has 
exceeded Ohio’s preschool licensing standards and has 
received the highest mark of 5 Stars!  Achieving a Step 
Up To Quality Five-Star rating means that the preschool 
children are in a program with highly qualified teachers, 
lower staff/child ratios, regular assessments to help keep 
track of a child’s progress, and the program values its 
families and communities.  Congratulations to our Garfield 
Heights City Schools Preschool program!

Congratulations to Elmwood Elementary, Maple Leaf Elementary, William Foster Elementary, 
Garfield Heights Middle School, and Garfield Heights High School as recognized PBIS 
schools!  

The Ohio PBIS Network & State Support Teams identify schools that exemplify best practices 
in the implementation of Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS). A recognized 
school demonstrates a system of varied, creative and engaging reinforcements and 
acknowledgements for desired behaviors, and a multi-tiered system of support based upon 
identified student need.  The Garfield Heights City Schools does a superior job of enhancing 
school climate and culture in support of students and their academic achievement.
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GARFIELD HEIGHTS CITY SCHOOLS PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES…

TO LEARN, GROW, ACHIEVE AND SUCCEED!
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Garfield Heights High School:  216-662-2800
Garfield Heights Middle School:  216-475-8105
William Foster Elementary:  216-475-8123
Elmwood Elementary:    216-475-8110
Maple Leaf Elementary:   216-662-3800
Garfield Heights Learning Center: 216-475-8105
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